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Success breeding success
Your guide to producing exceptional Santa Gertrudis cattle 
 – Australia’s trusted and profitable beef breed
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Why breed Santa Gertrudis?
Because you get versatility, marketability and profitability 
in one accessible, low-maintenance package.
1. A Large Beef Breed
•	 Mature bulls weigh upwards of 900 kg.
•	 Mature cows weigh between 630–725 kg. 
 

2. Adaptability
•	 Santa Gertrudis cattle thrive in diverse climates.
•	 They perform exceptionally well across Australia, 	
	 from the cold climates of Tasmania and Victoria 	
	 to the hot, arid regions of the Northern Territory 	
	 and tropical Queensland. 
 

3. Hardiness Combined with Beef 	
	 Production
•	 Outstanding foragers with the ability to travel 	
	 long distances for food and water.
•	 Proven to deliver consistently larger calf drops 	
	 compared to other major breeds.
•	 Exceptional longevity—bulls can remain 		
	 productive until 14–15 years of age, with 		
	 many cows producing top-quality calves into 	
	 their teenage years and beyond. 
 

4. Minimising Production Problems
•	 Easy calving with small birth weights and rapid 	
	 growth to weaning.
•	 Dark-coloured, well-hooded eyes provide 		
	 resistance to cancer and pink eye issues.
•	 High resistance to bloat and grass tetany.
•	 Strong, healthy calves translate into higher 	
	 weaning percentages and greater profitability.
•	 Renowned tick resistance, maintained as a 	
	 heritable trait. 
 

5. Superior Mothering Ability
•	 Above-average milk production with high 		
	 butterfat content.
•	 Natural nursing instincts, with cows often 		
	 watching over multiple calves while others 	
	 graze.

6. Market Versatility: Grain or 		
	 Pasture
•	 Exceptional carcase weight per day of age.
•	 Weight gains of 1-1.5 kg on grass and over 2.5 	
	 kg on grain per day are easily achievable.
•	 Highly marketable across various sectors, 	
	 including:  
     - Baby beef in Western Australia. 
     - Vealers and yearlings in southern states. 
    - Pasture-fed for restaurant trade. 
     - Bullock and feedlot export markets.
•	 High rates of MSA grading.
•	 Efficient feed conversion and quick weight gains 	
	 with minimal excess fat. 

7. High Carcase Cutability and 		
   Salvage Value
•	 Reputation for high-yielding carcasses with ideal 	
	 fat coverage.
•	 Large mature size ensures excellent salvage 	
	 value for culled stock. 
 

8. Horned and Polled Cattle
•	 Santa Gertrudis cattle are accepted under the 	
	 Standard of Excellence as either horned or polled.
•	 Polled cattle are noted in the Stud Book with 	
	 designations such as (PP) for homozygous 	
	 polled, (P) for polled and (PS) for polled with scur.
•	 Dehorning incurs no penalties, whether 		
	 conducted before or after classification.

Santa Gertrudis females are easy-calving, producing progeny 
with small birth weights and rapid growth to weaning.

“The breed has good ease of 
calving, good growth rates and 
temperament. I can’t speak 
highly enough of the Santa 
Gertrudis bulls.”   
- Graeme Hillias, dairy farmer, Tallangatta, 
Victoria, using Santa Gertrudis bulls over Holstein 
cows to produce quality ‘dairy-beef’.
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Raising the standard: Santa Gertrudis 
steaks its claim on MSA success

CASE STUDY

The drive to increase eating quality across all breeds of cattle 
has given producers incentive to improve genetic lines and 
animal husbandry. For Santa Gertrudis, the results have been 
positive, with proof in the data and the eating. 

Santa Gertrudis: Best of both worlds

The Australian palate and consumer education for better beef 
in the past 30 years has seen the industry strive to improve 
eating quality, an environment that has seen British breeds 
thrive in terms of consumer visibility, brand recognition and 
market share. 

Convinced that Santa Gertrudis should figure just as 
prominently in the MSA success story, stud and commercial 
producers Andrew and Juliana Orman are amplifying the 
message that as a unique cross between bos indicus and bos 
taurus, Santa Gertrudis gives the “best of both worlds for eating 
quality and animal hardiness”.

The couple, who operate at Glenmore, Goolhi, on the 
northwest slopes of NSW, are using social media, the biggest 
public megaphone they can find, to display their MSA feedback 
in a bid to erode the perception that the breed’s tropical 
content is a natural barrier to MSA compliance.

In an area that has seen an “explosion of black cattle” over 
successive decades, according to the pair it is a perception 
that not only detracts buyers from realising the potential of 
Santa Gertrudis, but also potentially robs producers of the 
ability to gain production efficiencies and sustainability gains 
for the benefit of their grazing country.

The “best of both worlds” label which the Ormans apply, 
emphasises the at least 60 percent Shorthorn base of the 
Australian bred Santa Gertrudis animal, a composition that 
naturally improves eating quality, while still retaining many of 
the resilience benefits that come with a Brahman cross.

According to the Ormans, since arriving on Australian shores 
from King Ranch in the US in 1952, the Santa Gertrudis breed 
has had gradual improvements across many attributes, 
including conformation and younger turn-off age.

They say improvements in genetics and animal husbandry 
have enabled producers to achieve higher quality animals, in a 
shorter period, giving a higher return on investment and income 
per hectare.

“The eye muscle area, marbling and 
fat depth are typically up around that 
of English breeds, which is good for 
the consumer.”

“We have been breeding Santa Gertrudis for more than 60 
years, and they have gone from a late maturing animal that 
were quite tall to one that is more moderate with a broad 
backline with good spring of rib,” said Andrew.

“With that, the eye muscle area has improved, and the animals 
lay down more intramuscular fat that comes through as 
marbling.
“As the beef market has evolved, Santa breeders have achieved 
animals that have gone from rangeland cattle, to one that can 
compete with English breeds in terms of eating quality.”

He said the 2023 Royal Queensland Show Paddock to Palate 
results were testament to Santa Gertrudis’ ability to hold their 
own. With several Santa breeders putting through animals, the 
MSA scores sat in the high 50s and 60s, competing well with 
their British or Euro counterparts.

For the Ormans, their most recent consignment of 50 steers 
has shown that achieving a good MSA result is possible without 
hand picking the best in the herd. 

Forty-eight steers performed well, with two animals as outliers. 
For the 48 steers, the overall MSA score sat between 58 and 62 
– aligning well with the national scorecard, despite the tropical 
breed content.

Andrew Orman with a line of Santa Gertrudis heifers at 
Glenmore, Goolhi, NSW is on a mission to promote Santa 
Gertrudis as the complete package that offers gains for the 
producer and beef consumer.
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Don’t Be Confused
The SANTA GERTRUDIS Grading  up Program to Purebred Cattle through FOUR successive top crosses is 
set out below:

? S 1x 1X

FOUNDATION FEMALE 
any breed or cross

PUREBRED S.G.BULL 
Classified S

FIRST CROSS S.G. 
FEMALE

*COMMERCIAL FIRST 
CROSS S.G. STEERS

? S 2x 2X

FIRST CROSS S.G. 
FEMALE

PUREBRED S.G.BULL 
Classified S

SECOND CROSS S.G. 
FEMALE

*COMMERCIAL SECOND 
CROSS S.G. STEERS

At this stage  the Association’s OFFICIAL CLASSIFIER will INSPECT SECOND CROSS FEMALES and advise the 
breeder on the progress of their program.

2x S 3x 3X

SECOND CROSS S.G. 
FEMALE

PUREBRED S.G.BULL 
Classified S

THIRD CROSS S.G. 
FEMALE

*COMMERCIAL THIRD 
CROSS S.G. STEERS

THIRD CROSS FEMALES AT AGE      MONTHS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR CLASSIFICATION

3x S 2x

FEMALES meeting the required standard are branded S Bar Females not accepted as S Bar may revert to 2X or be culled

3x S S PURE PURE

THIRD CROSS S.G. 
FEMALE 

Classified S bar

PUREBRED S.G.BULL 
Classified S

PUREBRED 
S.G.FEMALE

PUREBRED S.G.BULL

PUREBRED BULLS AND FEMALES AT AGE      MONTHS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR CLASSIFICATION

S 2x

FEMALES meeting the high minimum standard are branded S FEMALES not accepted as S may revert to 2X or be culled

S Commercial

BULLS MEETING THE HIGH STANDARD ARE BRANDED S 
(This is the ONLY category under which bulls are acceptable)

*BULLS below the standard become 
COMMERCIAL purebred bulls or are culled

*   The COMMERCIAL BULLS DESIGNATED ABOVE CAN TAKE NO PART IN A GRADING-UP PROGRAM.

Step 
 1

Step 
 2

Step 
 3

Step 
4

Santa Gertrudis grading-up
How to improve your commercial herd

How it Works:

Step 1

•	  

•	
•	  

Step 2

•	
•	
•	
•	

Step 3

•	
•	  

•	

Step 4
•	  

•	

Purchase a classified “S” Santa Gertrudis bull. Ensure you receive his pedigree and a copy of the 
registered transfer form.
The calves from this bull and your cows will be accepted as first-cross Santa Gertrudis.
RETAIN FIRST CROSS HEIFERS

Breed these heifers to another unrelated “S” Santa Gertrudis bull.
The female offspring from this mating will be accepted as second-cross Santa Gertrudis. 
RETAIN SECOND CROSS HEIFERS.
Note: second-cross females can also be a reject female from classification or an inspected commercial 
female from a herd of purebred commercials bred and owned by a new stud member and approved by 
an Association Field Director.

Breed the second-cross heifers to another “S” bull, producing third-cross Santa Gertrudis.
These females can then be calf recorded with SGB(A)A and presented for classification to gain “S-“ (S 
Bar) status. 
RETAIN S BAR HEIFERS.

Mate “S Bar” heifers to an “S” bull. The progeny can be calf recorded with SGB(A)A and presented to a 
Field Director for possible “S“ classification.
ACHIEVED CLASSIFIED PUREBRED STATUS.

Advantages for Commercial 
Producers:
•	 The program allows you to operate your herd 	
	 as a commercial cattle unit while selling 		
	 crossbred steer calves as usual.
•	 At the same time, you’ll be adding valuable Santa 	
	 Gertrudis genetics to your heifers.
•	 Grading up ensures you retain the advantages 	
	 of heavier calves at weaning while building 	
	 a herd of purebred cattle — without needing to 	
	 purchase purebred females. 
 

Support and Resources:
•	 Contact a nearby purebred breeder or an SGB(A)A 	
	 Field Director to guide you through the process 	
	 and ensure compliance with program rules.
•	 Obtain all required forms and further assistance 	
	 from the SGB(A)A. 

Start Your Grading-Up Journey 
Today:
•	 A wide selection of classified Santa Gertrudis 	
	 bulls is available from breeders across Australia.
•	 Go to the Santa Gertrudis website for a list of members 	
	 and bull sale dates https://santagertrudis.com.au
•	 Let an experienced breeder help you take the 	
	 first step toward creating a herd of exceptional 	
	 purebred Santa Gertrudis cattle.

The grading-up program offers numerous advantages for the commercial beef producer. This straightforward breeding 
program involves using classified Santa Gertrudis bulls on cows of any breed or combination of breeds and retaining the 
female offspring from four successive top crosses. 

The result is a herd eligible to produce animals that can be classified as purebred Santa Gertrudis.

“The Santas give our calves the head 
start they need when winters are cold, 
and pastures can be dry heading into 
spring and summer.”  
- Vanessa Smith, who joins Santa Gertrudis bulls to Hereford 
females at Upper Tooloom, northern NSW.
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By Kylie Nicholls

Santa Gertrudis genetics play an integral role in the Hill family’s 
crossbreeding operation at Portland in Victoria, bringing 
hardiness, longevity, growth and quality maternal attributes to 
their herd.

Lindsay Hill had always liked the look of Santa Gertrudis 
cattle and decided to trial the breed when he purchased a 
120-hectare property, Sheoak Park, in the mid-1990s.
Despite not being an environment traditionally associated with 
Santa Gertrudis, Mr Hill said the adaptable and productive 
breed is thriving in the cold and normally wet conditions of the 
state’s south west.

“I always remember a breeder selling his Santa Gertrudis 
Charolais-cross vealers at the Heywood saleyards and they 
would regularly top the market,” Mr Hill said.
“Initially I joined a Santa Gertrudis bull to a line of Hereford 
cows we bought locally and that was the start of it all.”

Retired from his long-running job as a stockman at the 
Hamilton Regional Livestock Exchange, Victoria, Mr Hill 
now shares the management of the beef operation with his 
son Aaron, who is also employed as a livestock marketing 
consultant with Penola-based company TDC Livestock & 
Property, South Australia.

The Hills currently run between 60 to 70 breeders, comprising 
a mix of Santa Gertrudis Charolais-cross and Santa Gertrudis 
Angus-cross cows.

They also run a small line of pure Santa Gertrudis cows, which 
meet the S Brand breed classification, to supply replacement 
heifers for the herd.

“The Santa Gertrudis infusion has been worthwhile for us,” they 
said.

“We’re seeing an improvement in the growth and production 
of the crossbred calves and the fertility, calving ease and 
mothering ability of the Santa-cross cows is excellent.

“The longevity of the cows is also impressive; we have a 
good selection of top end age cows which are still sound and 
producing calves and mothering well.

“Our focus now is on enjoying the cattle and continuing to 
improve the quality of the herd and fine-tune our management, 
whether it be temperament, nutrition or marketing.”

Santa Gertrudis sires have been sourced from a range of 
seedstock suppliers over the years, with the most recent bulls 
purchased from the SA-based Goolagong stud. 

Some of the Hill family’s pure Santa Gertrudis and Santa 
Gertrudis Angus-cross heifers.

Hills are alive to Santa success
CASE STUDY

Wet, cold southern Victoria warmly embraces Santa 
Gertrudis crossbreeding advantage
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Lindsay and Aaron Hill, Sheoak Park, Portland, Victoria, have 
been using Santa Gertrudis genetics in their crossbreeding 
operation for nearly 30 years with excellent results.  
Photos: Kylie Nicholls

Aaron is a trained artificial insemination technician which has 
allowed the Hills to bring in new genetics to utilise in their 
purebred Santa Gertrudis herd.

From this, they have bred several of their own Santa Gertrudis 
bulls which they plan to use in their breeding program, and at 
times may also offer bulls via private sale.

The Hills use a mix of visual appraisal and estimated breeding 
values for their bull selection with a focus on structure, 
particularly feet and legs, true to type breed characteristics, and 
temperament.

The breeding program is spread for ease of management and 
to fit in with the family’s busy times off-farm and ideally match 
when pasture growth is optimal.

If possible, the Hills prefer to grow out their steers on quality 
pastures, and silage if required, and sell them at 600 to 700 
kilograms live weight, with the majority going through the 
Mount Gambier saleyards, SA.

•	 This article originally published by Australian Community 		
	 Media

Santa Gertrudis GROUP 
BREEDPLAN

BREEDPLAN is an advanced genetic evaluation tool 
designed to help beef cattle breeders accelerate 
genetic progress and provide objective data on 
animals sold to commercial buyers. 

In partnership with the National Beef Recording 
Scheme (NBRS), SGB(A)A has developed the Santa 
Gertrudis GROUP BREEDPLAN — an integrated 
system for pedigree and performance recording.

Santa Gertrudis breeders can record essential 
growth, fertility, and carcase traits in their herds. 
This data, combined with the animal’s pedigree, 
is analysed to estimate its breeding potential or 
genetic merit. These estimates are reported as 
Estimated Breeding Values (EBVs) for each trait.

Santa Gertrudis Selection 
Indexes

SGB(A)A currently reports three selection indexes 
tailored to different production systems and market 
scenarios:
•	 Breeding Production Index
•	 Fertility Plus Index
•	 Terminal Index

These indexes allow breeders to compare and rank 
animals based on their genetic merit, helping to 
match Santa Gertrudis bulls to the specific needs of 
commercial herds.

Using data to evaluate 
breeding potential

“We went into Santas because they 
were accepted in NSW and still are! 
You’ve got to think of that southern 
market when you live here.”  
- Errol Connolly, Tetalga, Roma, who sells highly-sought 
Santa Gertrudis/Droughtmaster weaners through the Roma 
saleyards.

What other producers say:

“The Santas give us the frame and 
scope we want as well as the markets, 
being flat backs. Consistency is 
the key, and we are happy with the 
results.” 
- Len Knuth, St Paul’s Station, Charters Towers, Qld, 
targeting the flat back feeder market with Santa Gertrudis/
Brahman cross progeny.
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Why the secret to Santa Gertrudis 
high performance is classified!

When Santa Gertrudis breeders throughout Australia need to 
know if their cattle are meeting breed standards and market 
requirements, they call in the Field Directors.

The Field Directors continue a tradition of professional 
cattle assessors employed by the Santa Gertrudis Breeders’ 
(Australia) Association who over successive generations have 
aided Santa Gertrudis producers in enhancing the breed’s 
desirable traits.

Every year, the Field Directors will travel to every Australian 
state and territory to assess eligible bulls and females worthy of 
the “S” brand.

The personalised classification visit to members is unique 
to Santa Gertrudis’ it is sometimes described as a quality 
assurance program, minimising the chances of inferior animals 
breeding on, and maximising the opportunities Santa Gertrudis 
genetics can bring to a stud operation or crossbred herd.

While classification is perhaps more associated with stud 
breeding, the standards it demands means it also has a direct 
bearing on the quality of Santa Gertrudis cattle overall, whether 
they’re bulls, heifers or steers in commercial operations large 
or small.

Observers of the breed’s development are convinced the 
classification process, unique to Santa Gertrudis in Australia 
has been an integral part in building the breed’s reputation 
for uniform quality, consistency and proven capacity to deliver 
greater predictability off grass or grain.

Data gathered from recent Santa Gertrudis stud and 
commercial sales highlights the breed’s growing appeal. 
Producers are turning to these adaptable, low-maintenance 
cattle for their ability to thrive off grass or grain while delivering 
exceptional weight gains and market value.

They handle challenges like pink eye, bloat, and pest pressures 
better than many other breeds and minimise input and labour 
costs while maximising meat yield and ensuring natural MSA 
compliance.

The shift is evident in the impressive stud sales figures posted 
in 2024, where 93 per cent of stud bulls offered were sold at an 
average of $11,450 — a 6pc increase in the clearance rate on 
2023 and the highest average of any beef breed bar Wagyu.

Ever mindful of costs, producers are prioritising durability and 
reliability in their bulls.

They want robust animals with longevity and the capacity to 
reliably produce return on investment by targeting strong bone 
structure, scale, and that distinctive ‘cherry red’ Santa Gertrudis 
coat.

Commanding market attention

In the commercial market, Santa Gertrudis cattle have 
continued to outperform.

Online livestock platform AuctionsPlus reported last September 
that Santa Gertrudis cattle had achieved the highest 
clearance rate (89pc) of any breed listed in Queensland 
and NSW in 2024.

Additionally, in Queensland, Santa Gertrudis cattle averaged 
$1236 per head, outpacing Angus and Droughtmaster cattle.

In New South Wales, the breed secured a premium market 
position, recording the highest value over reserve (15.4pc) 
and achieving a notable average price per head of $1498.

The Santa lots offered with substantial premiums coincided 
with periods of high restocker activity, indicating strong 
demand from producers looking to build their herds on the 
back of the Santa Gertrudis breed.

Hugh Courts, Business Development Manager at AuctionsPlus, 
attributed the breed’s market dominance to its consistent 
performance.

“Since 2019, Santa Gertrudis lots have maintained a premium 
price over the Eastern Young Cattle Indicator (EYCI), reflecting 
the breed’s high demand and value,” he said.

“Santa Gertrudis cattle hold a distinct advantage in the 
market.”

Santa Gertrudis Field Directors Russell Yeates and Russell Smyth.

The story behind industry-admired classification program 
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Youth development programs, such as the National Santa 
Gertrudis Youth Camp, are central to the Association’s values and 
strategic plan.

Santa Gertrudis Breeders’ (Australia) 
Association
Preserving excellence through progeny and stud book registers 
The Santa Gertrudis Breeders’ (Australia) Association 
maintains meticulous Progeny and Stud Book Registers. 

Since transitioning from manual to computerised records in 
1975, the process has been streamlined, ensuring minimal 
paperwork for members. After initial progeny recording, the 
only additional form required is for transfer documentation 
upon an animal’s sale, if applicable.

Progeny Register

•	 Purebred males and both purebred and third-cross females 	
	 are recorded within 12 months of birth.
•	 A single, multi-registration form simplifies the process for 		
	 recording these calves.

Stud Book Register

•	 Animals listed in the Progeny Register can be presented for 	
	 classification by a Field Director between the ages of 15 and 	
	 36 months.
•	 Approved animals are firebranded with the appropriate mark 	
	 (S or S bar), and their eligibility should be noted by the Field 	
	 Director and reported back to the office.
•	 Classified animals are added to the Stud Book Register, and 	
	 members receive a certificate (in duplicate) as confirmation.

Artificial Breeding

The Association adopts a liberal approach to artificial breeding, 
with minimal restrictions on artificial insemination and ovum 
transplants. Adherence to applicable regulations is required, 
and non-owners must use semen from classified bulls.

Membership Options

Four membership categories are available to suit the diverse 
interests of breeders and enthusiasts:

1.	Ordinary Membership

•	 For breeders wishing to register a stud and begin stud 		
	 breeding activities. This includes grading up with foundation 	
	 and/or crossbred females using a purebred classified S 		
	 Santa Gertrudis bull.

2.	Commercial Membership

•	 Tailored for beef producers breeding Santa Gertrudis-type 		
	 cattle. This applies to those using purebred or 			 
	 crossbred bulls over Santa Gertrudis females or other 		
	 breeds and crosses.

3.	Associate Membership

•	 For individuals aged 18 years and above with an interest in 		
	 the Santa Gertrudis breed.

4.	Junior Membership

•	 Designed for individuals under 18 years who are 			 
	 enthusiastic about the breed.

Membership Benefits

All members enjoy access to Santa Gertrudis publications, 
promotional materials, and General Meeting reports. They are 
warmly welcomed at General Meetings, functions, and other 
Association events.

Visit santagertrudis.com.au to fill out a membership form or 
contact the office on (07) 3216 2708.

“The Santa/Hereford cross produces 
a smart-looking calf that is easy to 
sell and has plenty of hybrid vigour.”  
- Jamie Smith, Upper Tooloom, NSW who regularly tops the 
Casino weaner sales with his in-demand product.



UNDESIRABLE DISQUALIFICATION
Lacking Santa Gertrudis type

Irregular calving
Cows: lacking femininity
Bulls: lacking masculinity

Hernia, malformed genitalia
Abnormal reproductive organs

Loose, parietal prepuce.  Large navel flap. Open orifice Bulls with sheaths extending below the H to K line (The 
imaginary line between the break in the rear (lower) Hock 
and the break in the Knee). Non - retractable prepuce.  
Abnormal or excessive sheath and/or navel structure.

Too small or too large.  Pendulous.  Tied.  Permanently 
retracted.  Unsatisfactory conformation and/or tone.

Cryptorchid

Meaty and/or loosely attached udder.  Large teats.   
Large supernumerary teats.

Very large or bottle teats.  Excessive udder.

Nervous Extremely nervous and/or aggressive

Lacking growth or weight for age

Excessive curly or coarse hair

Tight.  Thick.  Excessive skin folds

Straight and/or sickle hocked.  Cow hocked. Low pasterns Bow legged.  Post legged.  Calf kneed.
Turned out.  Pigeon toed.  Uneven claws.   
Light or Multi-coloured pigmentation.  Low heels

Vertical cracks. Rolling.  Deformed.

Flat sided:  coarse and rough 
Light boned:  lack of free movement

Showing masculinity or femininity according to sex:  broad, Long and narrow.  Dish face.  Short Wry

Small upward pointing Vestigial ears

Recessed, prominent.  Fat polyps.  Excessively hooded. Entropian

Narrow.  Smutty nose. Wry nose.  Black.  Overshot or undershot jaw

U neck, very short
Open or prominent.  Straight.  High

Excessive fat, downward sloping.  Narrow

Pinched

Sway back Roach back.  Fish back

Narrow, weak

Flat sided

Prominent

Square.  High sacral bone.  Recessed tail insertion Short, narrow, droopy.

Short.  Thin Tail deformities e.g. wry
Narrow, high twist Double muscling

Occasional white hairs falling short of roan condition.  
Dilution, light or dark spots in other areas. 
Very light red.  Blackish red.  Birth marks 

White spots out of underline. 

Fawn or cream colour. 
Brindling or roan condition.  Black hair.

Some black Solid Black
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Open or prominent.  Straight.  High
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Flat sided

Prominent
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Short.  Thin Tail deformities e.g. wry
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Occasional white hairs falling short of roan condition.  
Dilution, light or dark spots in other areas. 
Very light red.  Blackish red.  Birth marks 

White spots out of underline. 
White underline exceeding 25%.  Fawn or cream colour. 
Brindling or roan condition.  Black hair.

Some black Solid Black

White hair not allowed to extend to more than 25% of the 
underline forward of the front legs, behind of back teats or 
testicles, or outside the underline.

ITEM DESIRABLE UNDESIRABLE
A. Breed Character Showing true Santa Gertrudis type Lacking Santa Gertrudis type

B. Functional Efficiency
1. Fertility Longevity 

Cows - feminine, regular calving
Bulls - masculine, virile, high libido

Irregular calving
Cows: lacking femininity
Bulls: lacking masculinity

2. Sheath & Navel Retracted prepuce, small orifice, flat medium sized navel 
flap 
Less than 45 degree angle from the horizontal

Loose, parietal prepuce.  Large navel flap. Open orifice

3. Testicles Adequate size.  Good conformation and tone Too small or too large.  Pendulous.  Tied.  Permanently 
retracted.  Unsatisfactory conformation and/or tone.

4. Udder & Teats Well attached, balanced.  Fine teats of moderate length. Meaty and/or loosely attached udder.  Large teats.   
Large supernumerary teats.

5. Disposition Alert, easily managed Nervous

6. Size Well grown for age, fast gaining Lacking growth or weight for age

7. Hair (dependant on environment) Short, straight, slick coat Excessive curly or coarse hair

8. Hide Loose, vascular, movable Tight.  Thick.  Excessive skin folds

9. Legs Squarely set, sound joints Straight and/or sickle hocked.  Cow hocked. Low pasterns
10. Feet and Hoofs Even claws, solid dark pigment Turned out.  Pigeon toed.  Uneven claws.   

Light or Multi-coloured pigmentation.  Low heels

C. Conformation
1. General Form or Type Symmetrical, balanced, thick, long and deep bodied, well 

spring ribs, muscular.  Good bone, strong legs with free 
movement:  males thicker and well muscled;  females 
refined in forequarter.

Flat sided:  coarse and rough 
Light boned:  lack of free movement

2. Head Showing masculinity or femininity according to sex:  broad, 
slightly convex forehead, straight profile

Long and narrow.  Dish face.  Short

a. Horns Horned or Polled

b. Ears Medium to large size, slightly drooping, open forward Small upward pointing

c. Eyes Clear moderately hooded, strongly pigmented. Recessed, prominent.  Fat polyps.  Excessively hooded.

d. Muzzle Broad and large Narrow.  Smutty nose.

3. Neck Smooth attachment.  Good extension U neck, very short
4. Shoulder Free moving, smooth and well-muscled. 

Bulls - thick, well defined, heavy muscling 
Cows - smooth, with moderate muscling

Open or prominent.  Straight.  High

5. Brisket Moderately broad Excessive fat, downward sloping.  Narrow

6. Heart Girth Deep, broad, full Pinched

7. Back Broad, strong Sway back

8. Loin Broad, full Narrow, weak

9. Ribs Well sprung Flat sided

10. Hips Broad, somewhat rounded on top Prominent

11. Rump Long, broad, moderate slope - hip to pin Square.  High sacral bone.  Recessed tail insertion

12. Tail Smooth insertion, good switch, thick and long Short.  Thin
13. Hind Quarters Broad, muscular, wide between pins  

Bulls - thick and well muscled  
Cows - deep with moderate muscling

Narrow, high twist

D. Colour
1. Coat Solid Santa Gertrudis  Red (light or dark) Occasional white hairs falling short of roan condition.  

Dilution, light or dark spots in other areas. 
Very light red.  Blackish red.  Birth marks 

2. Skin Red pigmentation

Some black 
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Santa Gertrudis 
Standard of 
Excellence
Individual animals may be
rejected when presented for
classification due to an absence
of “Desirable” characteristics
and shall be rejected for
manifestations of “Undesirable”
characteristics considered to
be extreme or for hereditary
or non-hereditary deformities
and/or abnormalities and/or
objectionable characteristics,
examples of which (not
intended to be exclusive) are
set out in the “Disqualification”
column in this table.

Classification
Comparison of animals is
necessary in the show ring.
However, the classification
system is based not on
comparison of the individual of
any group, but by comparison
of each particular animal
against a minimum standard
based on the Standard of
Classification. The levels as
decided by the Association
from time to time are clearly
and definitively established in
the mind of the Field Director
by training and practice.
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UNDESIRABLE DISQUALIFICATION
Lacking Santa Gertrudis type

Irregular calving
Cows: lacking femininity
Bulls: lacking masculinity

Hernia, malformed genitalia
Abnormal reproductive organs

Loose, parietal prepuce.  Large navel flap. Open orifice Bulls with sheaths extending below the H to K line (The 
imaginary line between the break in the rear (lower) Hock 
and the break in the Knee). Non - retractable prepuce.  
Abnormal or excessive sheath and/or navel structure.

Too small or too large.  Pendulous.  Tied.  Permanently 
retracted.  Unsatisfactory conformation and/or tone.

Cryptorchid

Meaty and/or loosely attached udder.  Large teats.   
Large supernumerary teats.

Very large or bottle teats.  Excessive udder.

Nervous Extremely nervous and/or aggressive

Lacking growth or weight for age

Excessive curly or coarse hair

Tight.  Thick.  Excessive skin folds

Straight and/or sickle hocked.  Cow hocked. Low pasterns Bow legged.  Post legged.  Calf kneed.
Turned out.  Pigeon toed.  Uneven claws.   
Light or Multi-coloured pigmentation.  Low heels

Vertical cracks. Rolling.  Deformed.

Flat sided:  coarse and rough 
Light boned:  lack of free movement

Showing masculinity or femininity according to sex:  broad, Long and narrow.  Dish face.  Short Wry

Small upward pointing Vestigial ears

Recessed, prominent.  Fat polyps.  Excessively hooded. Entropian

Narrow.  Smutty nose. Wry nose.  Black.  Overshot or undershot jaw

U neck, very short
Open or prominent.  Straight.  High

Excessive fat, downward sloping.  Narrow

Pinched

Sway back Roach back.  Fish back

Narrow, weak

Flat sided

Prominent

Square.  High sacral bone.  Recessed tail insertion Short, narrow, droopy.

Short.  Thin Tail deformities e.g. wry
Narrow, high twist Double muscling

Occasional white hairs falling short of roan condition.  
Dilution, light or dark spots in other areas. 
Very light red.  Blackish red.  Birth marks 

White spots out of underline. 

Fawn or cream colour. 
Brindling or roan condition.  Black hair.

Some black Solid Black
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White underline exceeding 25%.  Fawn or cream colour. 
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White hair not allowed to extend to more than 25% of the 
underline forward of the front legs, behind of back teats or 
testicles, or outside the underline.
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Santa Gertrudis Breeders’ (Australia) Association
Phone: (07) 3216 2708
Email: admin@santagertrudis.com.au
Postal Address: PO Box 57, Geebung, Qld, 4034
Address: 103 Copperfield St, Geebung, Brisbane, Qld 4034.

www.santagertrudis.com.au

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

The Remarkable Impact of Santa 
Gertrudis Cattle

Few breeds have transformed Australia’s beef industry as 
quickly and profoundly as Santa Gertrudis.

The journey began in 1952, when King Ranch Australia 
imported 75 bulls and 200 heifers, establishing their 
headquarters in Risdon, Warwick, Queensland. 

The first public auction of 12 bulls took place on November 14, 
1952. A second importation followed in 1954, distributing bulls 
and heifers to pioneering breeders.

Santa Gertrudis quickly spread across Australia, thriving in 
diverse climates and making significant contributions to beef 
production in every state.

A global success story

Originating on the iconic King Ranch in South Texas, US, Santa 
Gertrudis cattle trace their roots to a pioneering program that 
began in 1910.  

Seeking a breed that thrived in semi-tropical climates while 
producing high-quality carcases, King Ranch crossed 
Shorthorns with Brahmans. 

By 1940, Santa Gertrudis was recognised as America’s first 
beef breed by the US Department of Agriculture. 

The name honours the Santa Gertrudis land grant, part of the 
356,000-hectare King Ranch in Kingsville, Texas, where this 
exceptional breed was developed.




