¥

Santa
e/rt:rudlsz 07 3216 2708

‘ / sg@santagertrudis.com.au
Bwf//(;/ (90 ﬁa&‘lf/‘d “ PO Box 57 Geebung QLD 4034

Santa Gertrudis Breeders’ (Australia) Association

ABN 31 001 241 532

RJ KLEBERG SCHOLARSHIP

2025 Santa Gertrudis Australia Youth Ambassador

In memory of Robert (“Mr. Bob") Justus Kleberg Jnr., the visionary that
created the Santa Gertrudis breed, the Santa Gertrudis Breeders' (Australia)
Association (SGB(A)A) is pleased to announce that applications are now open
for the RJ KLEBERG SCHOLARSHIP to be awarded to the 2025 Santa
Gertrudis Australia Youth Ambassador.

SGB(A)A is committed to fostering tomorrow’s rural leaders through
continued investment in scholarships and leadership opportunities.

Judging Criteria
e Applicants are to be aged 21-30.
e Candidates to apply by submitting:
o CV and responses to questions.
o Two written references from professional contacts supporting
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their application.

3-5 minute video introducing themselves, presenting their
credentials and experience.

e The judging panel will initially screen candidates by their responses to
the questions and video content.

e The shortlisted candidates will then be interviewed by teleconference.

e The shortlisted candidates will be assessed using a weighted system:
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Breed participation: 45%
Interview/s: 25%
CV/written questions: 15%
Video: 10%

References: 5%.

e The judging panel will consist of the SGB(A)A General Manager, one
SGB(A)A Councillor and one independent assessor.




Key judging points:
o Cattle and beef industry knowledge.
o Demonstrated commitment to the Santa Gertrudis breed.
o Involvement in key Santa Gertrudis activities, such as National
Youth Camp and Shows.
o Ability to confidently express ideas.
Vision for Santa Gertrudis youth.
o Overall energy and good conduct, especially among their peers
and younger members.
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The cycle of the term:

2025 Royal Sydney Show: Applications declared open and announced.
2025 Royal Queensland Show: Winner announced (at evening function
after cattle judging).

Winner works with the SGB(A)A team to deliver on our presence at the
2025 Young Beef Producers' Forum, Roma.

A trip to the United States 2025-2026.

Take a leadership position as part of the team organising the SGB(A)A
2026 National Youth Camp held in January.

Attend events such as Royal Shows, local Shows and SGB(A)A events
to encourage youth participation.

Attend the 2026 Royal Queensland Show to hand over to incoming RJ
Kleberg Scholarship winner.

What does the SGB(A)A offer the Ambassador?

1.
2.

$5,000 towards their United States trip.
United States itinerary planned in consultation with SGB(A)A and Santa
Gertrudis Breeders International (SGBI).

3. Special access to King Ranch operations.
4.

A tailored jacket, with the pocket embroidered with the wording 2025
Santa Gertrudis Australia Ambassador.

A Santa Gertrudis Ambassador pin.

Financial support to attend key Santa Gertrudis events as designated
by the SGB(A)A.

Mentoring and media training.




Robert (“Mr. Bob") Justus Kleberg Jnr.

A livestock genius and legend in his lifetime,
Robert (“Mr. Bob") Justus Kleberg Jnr., the
international cattleman lived from 1896 to 1974.

“Mr Bob" was the boss of King Ranch from 1919
until his death. He was respected and honoured for
five decades wherever conservationists, lovers of
good cattle and excellent horseflesh met.

He became a rancher through inheritance, as his mother was Alice Gertrudis
King, the youngest daughter of Richard King, the riverboat captain who
founded the King Ranch.

When Robert J. Kleberg Jnr. succeeded his father in running the ranch he
brought with him a strong work ethic and deep understanding of the land
and livestock. Like his father, he was constantly looking for ways to improve
the ranch. "Mr Bob" created a global multi-million acre ranching empire.

King Ranch under his direction became the first in the United States to
operate under modern definitions. “I think it's true that King Ranch is the first
ranch that was put together and operated as we know ranches today”
Kleberg said once. “That is, all of its lands were used to produce cattle, and
the cattle and their products were sold and distributed over a large part of
the country.”

Other firsts included a correct theory that ticks caused the Texas fever;
construction of dipping vats to rid cattle of ticks; first to drill artesian wells in
the area; first ranch to develop a range grass that withstood heat and
drought; and first to experiment in phosphorus feeding.

Necessity brought about the development of the Santa Gertrudis breed of
beef cattle, named after the Spanish land grant the ranch headquarters is
located on. Translated into English, Santa Gertrudis means Saint Gertrude.

The breed's development is the greatest chapter in the history of American
agriculture. “Mr Bob" greatly assisted his father from as early as 1910 in the

breeding experiments with Shorthorn and Brahman cattle to eventually fix

the Santa Gertrudis breed of beef cattle.

In 1940 the Santa Gertrudis was officially recognised by the United States
Department of Agriculture as a pure breed, the first breed of beef cattle
developed in the Western Hemisphere.




A great impact of Robert Justus Kleberg Jnr's life was in the improvement of
grasses. He travelled the world to study and procure grasses for the
improvement of beef cattle and horses. His innovations helped cattle
producers the world over.

With his late father he was among the first to employ the principles of
scientific veterinary medicine on a large scale.

‘Mr Bob" always insisted that King Ranch'’s techniques, research and
achievements in beef cattle breeding, Quarter Horse production, cultivation
of grasses, land clearing and development were readily available to rural
producers in all countries.

King Ranch'’s first venture abroad to Australia was in 1952. So well did the
breed adapt and produce “Down Under”, it brought “Mr Bob" to Australia on
Six occasions.

Robert Justus Kleberg Jnr's vision was to produce beef protein for the world.

He understood the importance of protein in human development and
bringing food production to disadvantaged regions of the world.

Past Recipients of the RJ Kleberg Scholarship Award

1991 Neil Watson 2005 | Luke Comiskey 2016 Maddy Page
1003 Andrew Doering 2006 Chris Muller 2017 Katrina Doak
1996 Lisa Tauener 2007 Hayden Todd 2018 | Georgia McMaster
1997 Kylie Bailey 2008 Ross Leggett 2019 Robert Murphy
1998 Kim Richards 2009 | Richard Murphy 2020 (Drought/Ticks)
1999 | Stephanie Sinclair 2010 | Michaela Russell 2021 John Delaforce
2000 Ben Evans 2011 (Flood) 2022 (COVID)
2001 Alison Mastello 2012 | Alexis Hindmarsh 2023 Lachlan Martin
2002 Michael MacCue 2013 Tamika Spann 2024 Mia Doering
2003 Brigid Nolan 2014 Prue Jensen

2004 Maree Fields 2015 Steven Maher




A Journey of a Lifetime: Exploring the Heart of American Cattle Country
Article by 2024 RK Kleberg Scholarship winner Mia Doering

When | was selected as the 2024 RJ Kleberg Scholar for the Santa Gertrudis
Breeders' (Australia) Association, | could hardly believe it. The opportunity to
travel to the United States, immersing myself in the cattle industry and
meeting some of the most passionate and knowledgeable people in the
business, was beyond anything | had imagined. Now, as | sit down to reflect
on my time abroad, | find myself overwhelmed with gratitude for the people |
met, the lessons learned, and the memories made.

From the moment | landed in Texas, | was warmly welcomed by breeders,
ranchers, and industry leaders who shared a wealth of knowledge and
experience. The southern hospitality is more than just a stereotype—itis a
way of life.

| was privileged to be based at the King Ranch for the entire nine weeks of
my stay in Kingsville. This legendary operation provided me with an
unparalleled opportunity to immerse myself in the rich history of Santa
Gertrudis and gain firsthand experience in a diverse and highly sophisticated
cattle program.

| learned about their purebred seedstock operations, their American Reds (a
cross incorporating Red Angus genetics), and their impressive feedlot
operation, which is integral to their production system. | also had the
privilege of appreciating the King Ranch's magnificent Quarter Horse
program, (with some welcome time in the saddle) and their iconic Longhorn
herd, which serves as a living tribute to the ranch’s heritage.

| am beyond grateful to my generous hosts, James and Paige Clement, as
well as Jamey and Judy Clement, for their kindness, hospitality, willingness to
share their time and knowledge, and for a memorable King Ranch Christmas!
The family's dedication to preserving the Santa Gertrudis legacy left a lasting
impression on me, and | was privileged to have been welcomed into their
world.

One of the most fascinating aspects of my time there was understanding the
enduring significance of the Running W brand. More than just a mark on
cattle, the Running W represents a legacy of resilience, innovation, and
excellence that spans generations. Everything at King Ranch—its cattle,
horses, land, and even the renowned King Ranch Ford pickups—embodies
this brand, reinforcing the ranch's commitment to quality and progress while
honouring its storied past.




Through meeting with the CEO and some of the executive team, | became
aware of the enormity of the King Ranch holdings and the varied business
enterprises it incorporates, including large scale citrus production, turf grass,
agricultural supplies, game management and hunting, and licenced
partnerships. A couple of fun facts; King Ranch is the largest juice orange
producer in the USA, through its Florida operations, and recreational hunting
leases are a significant contributor of revenue.

On my travels, visiting ranches, universities, and feedlots, | gained invaluable
insights into the challenges and advancements shaping the American cattle
industry. | was particularly impressed by the commitment to genetic
improvement, data-driven decision-making, and sustainability efforts.
Conversations with ranchers and researchers reinforced the importance of
adaptability and forward-thinking in our ever-evolving industry.

| also owe a huge debt of gratitude to Chris McClure, Executive Director of
Santa Gertrudis Breeders International, and his wife Missy. They went above
and beyond, taking me on incredible tours across Texas, Oklahoma, and New
Mexico, introducing me to some of the most influential ranchers and industry
professionals along the way.

Highlights of this trip included visiting renowned Santa Gertrudis ranches,
including Briggs Ranch, Strait Ranch, Wendt Ranch, John Martin Ranch, Hefte
Ranch, and Reese Ranch. Each operation showcased the dedication and
expertise of their breeders, and | was privileged to see how they are
continuously improving their herds through meticulous selection, expected
progeny differences (EPD/EBV), regenerative grazing practices and a deep
respect for the breed's legacy. Also, thanks to Chris's extensive network in
the feedlot industry, | was able to gain an understanding of intensive
production systems in the Texas Panhandle. Witnessing large-scale feeding
operations and the role of data-driven management in maximizing efficiency
was truly eye-opening.

To top it off, | even had the unforgettable experience of seeing snow for the
first time! With temperatures plummeting to -18°C, it was a stark contrast to
the heat of an Australian summer, and quite the adventure for me. Just
pleased | had my Carhartt coat!

| was fortunate to spend some time with the executive director, Rich Machen
and the student cattlemen from the King Ranch Institute of Ranch
Management. Mixing with fellow young cattle enthusiasts, exchanging ideas
and debating topics on the bus to visit and tour Sweden Ranch was a
memorable experience. This developed into a presentation | delivered about
‘ranching in Australia”, which was extremely well received, discussing the




many industry parallels, our strengths in animal health and welfare as well as
the same challenges we face in our everyday life. Rick invited me along to
attend the cow-calf lecture over two days, discussing all things accounting,
both managerial and tax, as well as factors affecting breeding, profitability,
fertility and efficiency.

The finale to my tour was attending the Cattle Industry Convention & NCBA
Trade Show in San Antonio. The scale of the event was unlike anything | had
ever experienced. From cutting-edge technology displays to discussions on
global markets and policy, it was a powerful reminder of how interconnected
the beef industry truly is. It was humbling to meet industry leaders as well as
catch up with some Aussies, many of whom are helping to shape the future
of global cattle production, and I left with a renewed sense of purpose and
motivation.

Throughout my journey, | was very mindful of how fortunate | was to be
welcomed by such a strong and supportive community. The generosity of
those who hosted me, shared their knowledge, and took the time to show me
their way of life is something | will always treasure. The Santa Gertrudis
breed has a remarkable history, and being able to witness its influence on a
greater scale reinforced my passion for its future.

| have returned home to Australia with expanded knowledge and experience,
but also a deeper sense of responsibility. | am forever grateful to the Santa
Gertrudis Breeders' (Australia) Association for this opportunity as this trip was
more than just a professional development experience - it was a once-in-a-
lifetime adventure that affirmed my love for the industry and the incredible
people within it.

It has already begun to influence my approach to breeding, management,
and advocacy for the beef industry. | am excited for what the future holds
and look forward to applying the learnings to contribute to the success of
Santa Gertrudis cattle in Australia.

To those who dream of opportunities like this, | encourage you to take the
leap. You never know how much a single experience can shape your future.
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Mia at the Cattle Industry Convention & NCBA Trade Show in San Antonio, Texas

Mia at King Ranch




RJ KLEBERG SCHOLARSHIP

2025 Santa Gertrudis Australia Youth Ambassador

How to apply:
e Applications must be uploaded to the online portal.
e Contact the SGB(A)A office for the video file upload link.

Application dates:
e Applications open Monday 14 April 2025,
e Applications close Friday 13 June 2025.

Your application: This is a 2-part application and must include:

o Part 1. Completed Application Form with your personal details, CV,
responses to questions and names and contact details for two
referees.

« Part 2. Video Presentation as outlined and submitted to the online
portal.

Suggestion of what to cover in your video:

e An introduction of yourself.

¢ |Industry employment and work experience over the past 5 years.

¢ Involvement with Santa Gertrudis and the agriculture industry that
demonstrates your interest and passion for the beef industry.

e Your reasons for applying for the RJ Kleberg Scholarship.

e Three actions that you would like to establish or implement for Santa
Gertrudis Youth.

e How the scholarship will help your personal and professional
development.

TIP: A video recorded on your phone is acceptable. Full video - maximum of 5
minutes.

TIP: When uploading your files ensure you have a good quality internet
connection to avoid timeouts.

Candidates will be assessed against their:
e Cattle and beef industry knowledge.
e Demonstrated commitment to the Santa Gertrudis breed.
e Involvement in key Santa Gertrudis activities, such as National Youth
Camp and Shows.
e Ability to confidently express ideas.




e Vision for Santa Gertrudis youth.
e Overall energy and good conduct, especially among their peers and
younger members.

e Shortlisted candidates will be assessed using a weighted system:
o Breed participation: 45%
o Interview/s: 25%
o CV/written questions: 15%
o Video: 10%
o References: 5%.




